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How to Keep Children Safe in the Pool this Summer
Family Insurance

WHILE SUMMER is a time for fun and sun outdoors, at least 200 children lose their lives in 
pools each year during this season. The Red Cross sponsors several campaigns and provides 
safety tips to help Americans keep themselves and their families safe around pools and hot 
tubs. Here are some vital tips to remember.

Secure the pool with barriers. Every pool should be surrounded by a sturdy fence that is 
at least four feet high. There should be a self-latching gate with a self-closing hinge. If these 
rules are not followed and a violation is discovered during an inspection, regardless of whether 
an incident occurred, the pool may be excluded from liability coverage.

Keep unused pools and spas covered. Use a hard cover or an approved pool net. Do not 
use a tarp or any type of covering that is not fitted by a professional. Many children drown 
each year when they climb on inadequate covers. Keeping the pool or hot tub covered also 
reduces the risk of mosquito problems. Be sure to remove any access ladders or steps that 
are not in use.

Install a pool alarm. There are several types of pool alarms, which go off whenever 
someone enters the pool or fenced pool area. Since it only takes a few minutes for tragedy to 
strike, these alarms are essential during summer when children are at home and cannot be 
visually supervised every minute. Spend some time researching the right alarm for your needs.

Supervise children. An adult should always be present when children are in the pool. If 
young children are swimming, stay in the pool or by the pool’s edge. As a rule, they should 
never be more than an arm’s reach away. For young kids who cannot swim safely, use life 
jackets approved by the U.S. Coast Guard.

Enroll family members in swimming lessons. Everyone in the home should know how 
to swim. Lessons should continue until an entire course is completed. 

The Red Cross provides swimming 
lessons in nearly every city. Adults may want 
to take first aid and CPR classes from the Red 
Cross to be prepared for emergencies.

Keep pools and hot tubs clean. Water 
should be changed when necessary. Use 
nets to remove bugs and leaves. Test pools 
and hot tubs for proper chemical balance. 

Check the filtration and circulation 
systems for proper function. Many children 
develop rashes, illnesses and ear infections 
from unsanitary pools and hot tubs.

Implement pool rules. It helps to post 
the rules in a visible place. Ask children to 
recite the rules each time before they use 
the pool and take away pool privileges if they 
break them. 

Be sure that teens know how to call for 
help if they are supervising younger siblings. 
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Continued from page 1

Instill Pool Safety Rules in Your Kids and How to Call for Help
Although an adult should always be present, it helps to teach 

kids how to call 911.
If an adult needs to perform CPR, a child could call 911, set 

the phone to speaker mode and help the adult talk to the operator 
to arrange for help. Learn more about pool safety as a preventive 
measure and speak to us about your insurance coverage for pool 
accidents.

•	 No dunking others
•	 No running
•	 No diving
•	 Stay away from drains

Pool safety rules
•	 No drinking pool water
•	 Swim with a buddy
•	 Use ladders safely

Seven Ways to Reduce Your Teen Driver’s Premiums
Auto Insurance

WHILE TEENAGERS react with glee when they get their driver’s 
license, for parents it is a time of angst and the specter of higher 
insurance premiums.

Sticker shock is not uncommon when parents receive that first 
quote for coverage, but there’s a reason for those higher rates. Teen 
drivers are unproven and due to their lack of experience behind the 
wheel, insurers try to protect themselves with higher premiums.

And they do so for a valid reason: statistics show that teenagers 
are involved in a higher number of accidents with fatal or critical 
injuries than more experienced older drivers.

But don’t fret. There are a number of ways to reduce the cost of 
a  teen driver’s insurance. Here are seven of them:

1. Choose an older model car. Less flash will save you money. 
Two measures of insurance costs are horsepower rating and the 

theft rate. Older cars also have a lower book value, which in turn 
reduces the insurance premium.

2. Consider raising your deductible. A higher deductible results 
in lower monthly premiums.

3. Good student discount. You don’t need to have an honor 
student in your household to qualify, but every insurer has its own 
definition of a good student.

Teens may still qualify even if they aren’t at the top of their class, 
and some discounts carry over to college.

To qualify for a discount of up to 20%, the student would typically 
need a B average or higher for all subjects combined. Many insurers 
offer discounts to students up to 25 years old.

4. Drop some coverage. Consider dropping collision and com-
prehensive coverage on older cars that are worth little more than 
the deductible. You may be paying more in premiums than you 
could ever get back from the insurer, even if the car is totaled.

Whatever you do, don’t cut back on your teen’s liability cover-
age in your drive to reduce your insurance premiums. As a general 
guideline, try to aim for the following liability limits at a minimum:

•	 $250,000 per injured person,
•	 $500,000 per accident, and
•	 $100,000 for property damage.

5. Buy a safe car. Your teen’s insurance rates will be lower, and 
you will be less worried about your child when they are driving solo. 
You can check vehicle safety ratings at www.iihs.org.

6. Discounts for safe drivers. Some insurers offer discounts 
for driver-safety programs, cutting costs for kids who take an online 
class or read a driver safety book and take a test.

7. Explore multi-policy discounts. Many carriers will give a 
discount if you insure both your home and car with them.

You may get an additional discount if you include an umbrella 
policy. This provides extra liability coverage beyond your auto in-
surance limits and can be particularly valuable when you have a 
teenage driver. 

Produced by Risk Media Solutions on behalf of Van Beurden Insurance. This newsletter is not intended to provide legal advice, but rather perspective on recent regulatory issues, trends 
and standards affecting insurance as well as instructional articles on protection and managing personal risk. Please consult your broker for further information on the topics covered 
herein. Copyright 2026.
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Remember Safety When Barbecuing This Summer
Homeowners’ Risks

EVERY YEAR, millions of Americans safely enjoy outdoor barbecues, 
but accidents do happen.

According to the U.S. Fire Administration, fire departments 
respond to an estimated average of 10,600 home structure and 
outdoor fires involving grills per year. These fires cause an average 
of 10 deaths, 160 injuries and $149 million in property damage 
annually.

The majority of grill fires are caused by malfunctioning gas grills. 
In addition, thousands of people visit emergency rooms every year 
because they have burned themselves while barbecuing.

In the rare instance of a grill fire spreading to your property, your 
homeowner’s insurance would provide financial protection as fire is 
a covered peril. A homeowner’s policy covers the following:

•	 Damage to the house itself.
•	 Damage to personal possessions such as lawn furniture.
•	 Damage to insured structures on your property, such as a 

deck or shed.
•	 Injuries to a guest, under the liability portion of the policy.

Whatever the damage, you will be responsible for the deductible 
portion. So if the damage is less than your deductible, it may not 
make sense for you to file a claim.

That said, the best way to enjoy a summer of outdoor barbecues 
is to take steps to prevent accidents, including maintaining your grill 
and using it safely.

Grill maintenance and storage
Gas grills are generally safe if they are properly maintained and 

checked for leaks. 

Safe BBQ practice
•	 Operate your grill on a level surface, away from your house, 

garage and landscaping. Don’t move the grill once it is lit.
•	 Keep children and pets away from the grill.
•	 Wear an apron and long oven mitts if reaching over grill.
•	 For charcoal grills, use only lighter fluid designed for grilling.
•	 Never grill indoors or in enclosed areas.
•	 Keep a fire extinguisher near the area you are grilling.

When you’re done with your cooking, remember that the grill 
will remain hot for a while. Don’t cover or store your grill until it has 
cooled, and soak coals with water before throwing them away.

Grilling season prep
•	 Check grill hoses for cracks, holes and brittleness. Look for 

blockages as well, especially in the tube that runs to the burners. 
Clear blockages, which can be caused by food drippings, spiders 
or insects, with a wire or pipe cleaner.

•	 Run a soap solution (half liquid soap, half water) along hoses 
and at connections, then open the valve at your tank and check 
to make sure that gas isn’t escaping, which will be indicated by 
bubbles at the leaking points.

•	 Adjust hoses as needed away from hot areas or where grease 
might drip on them.

•	 Store propane tanks outside, away from your house. Always 
check to make sure valves are turned off.

•	 If you have a gas grill, check the grease receptacle underneath 
and clean it out completely to avoid sparking a grease fire.
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Family Security

UNPREDICTABLE JOB and investment markets make it difficult to 
determine how much life insurance to buy. The standard formulas for 
buying coverage to match a specific percentage of income are often  
inadequate and fail to take individual circumstances into account. 

Online calculation tools usually tell everyone to raise their coverage 
by $1 million. But, life insurance is a personal issue. 

For example, a married couple with three children and a mortgage 
will need more coverage than a childless couple without a mortgage. 

When the markets are down, many people are tempted to shirk their 
life insurance needs. Major life changes also affect how people deal with 
their individual needs. It is best to take a systematic approach to buying 
coverage instead of relying on standard rules and formulas.

 
One simple strategy
The main purpose of life insurance is to provide survivors with 

enough funds to pay the final expenses and continue life comfortably. 
This is why most calculators are programmed to suggest a chunk of 

money equal to at least 20 years of regular income. With overall longer 
life expectancy and a lower savings yield, this may be too high of a goal 
for most people. 

There is a much simpler strategy for figuring out exactly how much 
insurance you need. It is also better to buy from a plan that is easy to 
update. 

After projecting personal needs from the following four categories, 
assess the situation to see if extra coverage or different policies are 
needed.

Debts and mortgages – Write down the total of all auto loans, 
mortgages, student loans and any other debts. All of these debts may 
be a serious burden for survivors to handle. However, survivors may 
choose to keep up mortgage payments. Be sure to allow enough money 
that this will be possible.

Final expenses – Traditional funerals may cost between $10,000 
and $20,000. 

While pre-planning a funeral is beneficial, it is even more important 
to ensure enough life insurance funds are available to pay the final bill. 
For a reasonable funeral figure, aim for $15,000.

Income replacement – Families will not need 100% of the 
policyholder’s current income. Be sure to deduct final expenses, 
education costs and debts. 

As a rule, it is best to plan on replacing 50% of pretax income until 
retirement. This amount can be placed in a lump sum by dividing 50% 
of annual income by 0.05.

Education expenses – Tuition costs vary school by school and they 
may be much different by the time children are ready to enroll in college. 

The average cost of college tuition has been rising by about 5% each 
year. This is the same rate life insurance is expected to grow over time. 
Calculate the future cost of tuition at the desired colleges.

 
The final calculation
To determine how much life insurance is needed, add all four of the 

above categories’ totals. 
If there is no pension, it is beneficial to increase the amount. 

However, if a spouse earns a considerable salary, it may be feasible to 
decrease the total. 

For family members with unique or troublesome medical conditions, 
add between $100,000 and $250,000. The overall total usually adds 
up to a six-figure amount or slightly over $1 million. 

 
Other considerations
Increasing a death benefit on a term life insurance policy usually 

costs several hundred dollars each year, so the premium amount should 
not be impossible to pay. To get a better idea of what to expect for a 
premium, discuss the figures with an agent.

Getting married, having children, buying property and retiring are all 
life steps that require more life insurance. 

There are many different options for this coverage. Young and 
healthy individuals can usually lock in a low price for many years. Some 
policies also come with the option to convert to permanent coverage, 
which can be kept regardless of future health conditions. 

Term life becomes expensive after age 65, so it is a smart idea 
to consider whole or universal policies. To determine the best option, 
speak with an agent.

Figuring Out How Much Life Insurance You Need


